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4 "Hou Majeſtics Proclamation on the behalfe of Sir Ralph Hopton -and his proceedings in the 
- Counties of Cornewall and Devon, by virtue of His Majeſties Commiſſion. 


£11 Of Corwewall and Dewon,is much inveighed againſt,and ſtiled to be Hoſtile and Rebellious, and upon the complaint of 
> one-William Strode (a Perion-whom We have accuſed, and is notorioufly known to be guilty of High Treaſon, and 
"| .cndeavouring totakeaway Our Life from Vs) the Eftate ofthe ſaid Sir-Re/ph Hoptonis by that Order, withour the leaſt 
SV 1 colour of Iuſftice or pretence of Legall power, ſequeſtred intothe hands of the ſaid Srrode; We have thought Our ſelfe 
obliged in Honour and Tuſtice to Qur ſclfe, the ſaid Sir Ra/ph Hoprom, and {uch other :Loyall and dutitull Perfons who 
|| joyne with him in-Qur Serviceto declare, that the Houſe of Commons, hath nor the leaſt power to ſequeſter or 
(Mb diſpoſe of the Eſtates of any of Our SubjeRs,or can uſurpethe ſame, without deſtroying the intereft and Property 
Ef they were borne to; And to publiſh toall Our good Subjects, thar the ſaid Sir: Re{ph Hoptron with'other Perſons of Ho- 
nour and Quality being long'finceimployed in aPeaceable manner, and according to the known Lawes of the Land,to 
- preſervethe Peace of Our County of Somerſet, then endangered by the FaQtionand Sedition of ſome turbulent Perſonsthere, where the ſaid Sir 
-Ralph Hopton and his Anceſtors had long lived with great Reputation; and to oppoſethar illegall and-grievous impoſition of the Azli27a upon 
- Ourgood Subjedas of that County, that the Lord Marqueſle A4arrford, and all the confiderable'Gentry of that Our County being there: rogerher 
in their own Country, where'there Eſtates lay;and where they had alwaies lived, were by force and violence of a Rebellieus Army affaulted and 
driven from their own Houſes, inſomuchas Ve were compelled to ſend Our Commiſſion tothe ſaid Lord Marqueſfle under Our Great ſeale of 
| England, to be Our Generall, and toraiſe Forcesto reſiſt and ſubduethatdeſperate Rebellion, which acvertheleſſe got fogreat a head, by the 
Malice and induftry-of ill Inſtruments, infuſcing into the mindes of Our weak Subjects, wicked and groundleſſe Lyesof Ourintention to take a. 
way their Eſtates from them by Our Commiſſion of Array , thatthe ſaid Lord Marqueſſe, and all ſuch of Our good and dutitull Subjeas, who 
had expreſleda ſenſe of their duty and AﬀeRionto Vs, being moſt of the eminent Gentry, and perſons of greateſt quality and fortune, were 
. compelled toleave that Country, fince which time, the ſaid Lord Marqueſle having broughtthe Forces raiſed by him to Vs, We have ſent Our 
Commiſſion under Our Great Scale ot England, to the ſaid Sir Ra/ph Hopton, that he with the Aſſiſtance of thoſe Perſons of Honourand Quality, 
. who have fince joyned with him, and whoſe particular ſervices We ſhall alwaies remember, and hope to reward, might raiſe luch Forces as mighe 
ſubduethe Rebellion inthoſe parts, and defend Our good SubjeRs there from the Force and Violence of their fellow Subjets. And We doe 
therefore declare to all Qur loving SubjeRs, That what Forces ſoever thefaid Sir Ralph Hopton hath raiſed,or what Adts ſoever he hath done in 
. purſuance of Qur ſaid Commands, and by vertue of Ourſaid Commiſhon, the ſame have been done by Our Royall Authority , and that he is ſo 
tarre from being guilty of Diſloyalty or Rebellion againſt Vs, that he andſuch of Our good SubjeRts as have aſſiſted him have refiſted and oppo- 
ſed only Rebells, who withour any Colour of Law orRight have, and docuſe their utmoſt power todeſtroy Vs, to ſupprefle the true reformed 
Proteſtant Religion on the behalte of Anabaptiſts, Browniſts, and other SeRaries, to take away the Liberty and Property of Ouc good Subjeds, 
andtoalcer the whole frame of Government ſo.long ſetled, and fo happily enjoyed inthis Kingdome. And Wedoe ftraitly forbid and inhibite 
all manner of Perſons to preſumerto yeeld any obedienceto the ſaid Order, or any way to meddle with the Eſtate of the ſaid Sir Ra!ph Hopton to 
-his prejudice, or to.interrupt his:Tenants or Officers intheir quiet and peaceable enjoying the ſame: which if any ſhall preſume to doe, We ſhall 
look upon them as Perſons disaffefted to Vs, and countenancers and fomenters of thoſe difſentions which ſo neerely threaten:the ruine of this 
Kingdom. And We farther Will and Commandall Our goed Subjeas of Our Counties of Cornewall, Devon, and Somerſet, that they be aiding 
and aſſiſting ro the ſaid Sir. Ralph Hopton, and uſe their utmoſt power for the ſubduing-rhe Rebells now in Armes againſt Us inthoſeparts, under 
the Command of the Earle of Stamford, and tor the apprehending the ſaid Earle, and ſuch other perſons whom We have particulzily excepted 
out of Our Proclamation of Pardon for the ſaid ſeveral "Counties, that We may procced againſt them as Traitors by theknown Rules and Lawes 
of theLand. And Ve doe hereby declare, Thatas We ſhall al waies remember the-fingular courage of Our County of Corxewal,and ſuch of Our 
good Subjects of Deven and Somerſet, whohave aſſiſted chem in their notable -Zealeand Aﬀection to;Vs,the Proteſtant Religion , andthe Liberty 
of the SubjeR, ſo whoſoever ſhall aſlift the (aid Sir Re/ph Hopron with Horſe, Armes,Plate,or Mony,ſhall doe a moſt acceprable ſervice unto Vs,8& 
We ſhall carefully pay all ſuch ſummes of Mony as ſhall be fo lent ro him, And whoſoever ſhall have the hard fortune to looſe his Lite in that Ser- 
vice, We ſhall grant the Wardſhipot his Heyre to his own ufe without Rent or Fine, when onthe contrary, the Heires of ſuch who ſhall fall inthe 
Rebellion againſt Us,-muſt expeR no favour trom'Ves. Laſtly Our pleaſure is, That this Our Proclamation be read inall the Churches and Chap- 
pels within Our ſaid Counties ot Somerſet, Devon, and Cornewall, thatall Our Subjeas may take notice of Our Will and Pleaſure herein, Geves 
.6f Our Courtat O x: or D this Thirteenth day of March, in the Eighteemhyeare of Our Raigne. | 


God Save the K1nG 
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